Research Topic Worksheet (Print me!)
Idea Inventory 

1. Choose 3 of these categories, one for the top of each column: places, people, things, technologies, controversies, history, jobs, habits, hobbies. Once you have the categories chosen, start listing whatever comes to mind about things you either know about or want to know more about. Focus on one category until you get stuck. Then go to another one. Keep going for at least 10-15 minutes. This is brainstorming, so write anything at all!

	
	
	

	
	
	


2. Look back over your lists and circle those that you would most like to find out more about. 

3. For the circled topics, write as many questions as you can think of about that idea that you would like to investigate. 

Questions:

You now have a good list of questions to get you started! Go back over the questions and circle those that seem like that best research questions. Good questions: 

· Are not too big or too small

· Don’t have a single specific answer, but raise even more questions as they are answered

Adapted from Bruce Ballenger’s “The Curious Researcher”
